
I am very humbled and honored to introduce myself as one of the
new assistant principals of Orangeburg Wilkinson High School and
to join this excellent school community. I can assure you that I
share in OW school community’s dedication of caring for our
students every day while providing them with a meaningful
learning environment.

I arrived from Fairfield County Schools to Orangeburg Wilkinson
as a seasoned educator of twenty- three years in many educational
positions. Although I am an educator, I am also a mother of two
grown children, grandmother of a one-year-old, and wife of
twenty-four years. I am looking forward to introducing my family
to the amazing people that consider Orangeburg Wilkinson
“home.”

The 2021-2022 school year will mark my 24th year in education.
Over the years, I have assumed the roles of a Paraprofessional, Bus
Driver, Athletic Department Bookkeeper, Media Specialist
Assistant, Freshmen Academy Secretary, Special Education
Teacher, Department Chair (Special Education), After- School
Coordinator, SC-Alt Testing Coordinator, Mentor, Certified South
Carolina Evaluator, Lead Teacher, and Teacher of The Year (twice).  
My educational background includes a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Early Childhood Education from Ashford University, Master of
Education Degree in Special Education from Grand Canyon
University, Master of Educational Administration from Grand
Canyon University, and an Education Specialist Degree in
Educational Leadership from Northcentral University.

I firmly believe that every child has the potential and plays a major
role in shaping their future as well as the future of our community
and nation.  I also believe that the collaboration between home and
school builds trust and self-esteem in our students. With my goal
of advancing the culture of excellence here at Orangeburg
Wilkinson, I am dedicated to constantly explore new ideas to meet
the needs of all students, faculty and staff, and to interact with
parents, community members, and stakeholders efficiently. 

 I hope that you are as excited as I am for this coming school year.
It is going to be a meaningful and fun year as we will be learning
together to achieve the highest accomplishments through collective
and individualized successes. 

Sincerely,

Melissa E. Pauling, Ed.S
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